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STUDY 1 
1 Timothy 1:1-20 – Fight The Good Fight 
 
Q. What do you think are the marks of a genuine Chr istian and 
why? 
__________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Read verses 1-7 and as you read, circle the words y ou think are 
important. (Discuss your reasons afterwards). 
 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior and 
of Christ Jesus our hope, 2 To Timothy my true son in the faith: Grace, 
mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.   
 
3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so 
that you may command certain men not to teach false doctrines any 
longer  4 nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. 
These promote controversies rather than God's work-- which is by faith.  
5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and 
a good conscience and a sincere faith.  6 Some have wandered away 
from these and turned to meaningless talk.  7 They want to be teachers 
of the law, but they do not know what they are talking about or what they 
so confidently affirm.   
 
Q. Who is this letter directed to and what is the i nstruction that 
Paul gives this person? (v1-5)  
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Q. What is the result of this kind of teaching and contrast this to 
someone who teaches from a sincere faith? (v3-5) 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
The emphasis of the opening chapter of this pastoral letter to Timothy is 
on teaching. Paul instructs his disciple to refute those who use the gift of 
teaching as a means to their end, which when applied in the area of 
myths and genealogies only promote speculation. People like this are 

generally motivated by a desire for their own glory, to be noticed or held 
in high esteem. They use the law of God for the wrong reasons yet 
sincere faith, Paul says, issues’ from a pure heart’ and its goal is love. A 
definite contrast has been established between the true and false 
teacher. 
 
Read verses 8-11 
 
8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly.  9 We also know 
that law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the 
ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their 
fathers or mothers, for murderers,  10 for adulterers and perverts, for 
slave traders and liars and perjurers-- and for whatever else is contrary 
to the sound doctrine  11 that conforms to the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God, which he entrusted to me.   
 
Q. What do these verses tell us the law is good for ? (Compare this 
with Romans 3:19-20). 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Q. If this is true, then what do we do with the ten  commandments? 
Aren’t they God’s law which is to be obeyed? 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Paul reminds Timothy that the law was never there to use as a way to 
earn merit with God as we can never fully obey the law. Further to this, 
James writes in 2:10 that if we break just one part of the law we have 
failed to obey it. The law in essence was to raise an awareness in our 
consciences of the reality of sin in our lives and that we need someone 
to fix our sin before God. Paul will now testify to Timothy how his sinful 
life was turned around and who it was who fixed this mess he was in 
before God.   
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Read verses 12-17 
 

12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he 
considered me faithful, appointing me to his service.  13 Even though I 
was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was 
shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief.  14 The grace of 
our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus.  
 

15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners-- of whom I am the worst.  16 

But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of 
sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example 
for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.  17  

 

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen.   
 
Q. What did this law of God reveal to Paul about hi s condition 
previously? (v13) 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Q. Instead of God’s judgment, what was poured out o n him 
instead?  
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Q. How did God save Paul? (v15) 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
 Q. What is the reason why God showed this mercy to  Paul? (v16) 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 

Q. How does Paul respond to this grace in verse 17?  ____________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Paul recognizes that the mercy God shows him will in the end benefit 
those who are to come to believe in Jesus (v16). The amazing news of 
how God makes him acceptable through Jesus, transforms his life which 
then becomes the living testimony or a sign post which plays a part in 
the salvation of others as well.  
 
Q. Did you see your life as a living testimony whic h is to be used 
for the salvation of others who will come to trust in Jesus? _______ 
 
Q. In terms of what we’ve learnt about true and fal se teachers, what 
do you think others ought to see in the followers o f Jesus, which 
testifies to His presence in our lives? 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Read verses 18-20 
 

18 Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the 
prophecies once made about you, so that by following them you may 
fight the good fight,  19 holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some 
have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith.  20 Among them 
are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to 
be taught not to blaspheme. 
 
Q Why do you think Paul calls this sincere living f rom a pure heart 
a fight?                                                        
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer- Spend some time giving thanks to God for the way he has 
poured his mercy upon us and pray about some ways we can continue 
to fight the good fight of Love.  
 
Prayer points: 
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have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith.  20 Among them 
are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to 
be taught not to blaspheme. 
 
Q Why do you think Paul calls this sincere living f rom a pure heart 
a fight?                                                        
_________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Prayer- Spend some time giving thanks to God for the way he has 
poured his mercy upon us and pray about some ways we can continue 
to fight the good fight of Love.  
 
Prayer points: 


